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As patients, we put our doctors on pedestals. We don't want 
to believe that our trusted medical professionals have 
problems and flaws. And we certainly don't expect them to 
indulge in the harmful vices they warn us against.

But they do.

THIS MIGHT HURT is a loosely scripted comedy that takes a 
peek behind the doors of a multi-specialty medical office 
where a PEDIATRICIAN, an INTERNIST, and an OB/GYN attempt to 
coexist. The practice is called WILSHIRE TOTAL HEALTH. And 
the people who work there are anything but totally healthy.



CHARACTER BREAKDOWN

DR. MITCH MALINOW (50s) - Charismatic, narcissistic rockstar 
of a pediatrician. Fantastic with kids. Adored by women. 
Addicted to pills. Describes himself as a "lover of life" and 
a "teller of truths"-- both accurate, but also nice ways of 
saying he sleeps around and says whatever’s on his mind, no 
matter how embarrassing or offensive. In spite of his 
impulsive behavior, Mitch is an undeniably brilliant 
physician with a gift for connecting with just about 
everyone... except his own son. Mitch has just returned from 
a two year, globe-trotting, soul-searching sabbatical and is 
on a mission to make up for the spectacular failures of his 
past. He’s determined to be the father he never was to a son 
who doesn’t necessarily want his help. 

DR. ETHAN MALINOW (30) - Mitch's son and his polar opposite. 
A pragmatic internist with an encyclopedic knowledge of 
symptoms and sicknesses. While charming in his own right, 
Ethan is constantly overshadowed by his larger than life 
father, a dynamic that drives him absolutely nuts-- though he 
refuses to admit it. This emotional repression is, quite 
literally, making him sick. When his father’s around, Ethan 
falls apart, suffering from IBS (irritable bowels), RLS 
(restless legs), and many other three-letter disorders. In 
spite of this, Ethan constantly defends his dysfunctional 
dad, holding out hope for a world where the two can work side 
by side and he doesn’t become invisible. 

DR. SANDY KIERNAN (30s) - OB/GYN. Smart, attractive, and 
fiercely independent-- or what's sometimes known as "single." 
Extremely nurturing to her female patients and sometimes 
suspicious of their male partners, Sandy has recently written 
a book called Womb Warrior: Making Safe Choices in a World of 
Dangerous Men. The book is more autobiographical than anyone 
knows, since Sandy herself has made all the bad choices she 
warns her patients against (especially during her secret 
stint as a 1980’s hair-metal groupie). Though she’s now a put-
together professional and Ethan’s loyal business partner, Dr. 
Mitch’s presence rattles Sandy, and tempts her to indulge in 
her most harmful vices. 

REID TRAVEISO, R.N. (30) - A handsome, cocksure, slightly dim 
bulb who runs a secret gambling operation out of his nursing 
station. Nurse Traveiso wears his unconventional career 
choice like a badge of honor, and believes his scrubs turn 
women on as much as any doctor's-- he just didn't have to 
work as hard to get them. Though he has called himself 
Ethan's best friend since childhood, his true allegiance has 
always been to Mitch-- his drinking buddy, his wingman, and 
the dad he never had. (Even though he has a dad.) 



SOFIA VENEZUELA (FROM ARGENTINA) (30s) - Voluptuous former 
star of the telenovela “La Belleza Natural” or “The Natural 
Beauty.” She has been the office manager at Wilshire Total 
Health since she turned thirty and was unceremoniously fired 
from her soap. Though still beautiful, Sofia has become 
obsessed with maintaining her appearance at all costs, 
dabbling in cosmetic surgery and endangered-species-based 
face creams. Sofia is immediately threatened by the new 
(younger) receptionist, Lily, and fights to save her job, 
even though no one’s trying to get rid of her.

LILY BIRDSALL (20s) - Sweetness incarnate. Naïve and 
disarmingly sincere, Lily exudes a warmth that invites total 
strangers to spill their guts. Originally a pharmaceutical 
rep, Lily’s empathy made her the worst salesperson ever-- 
especially when she discovered the pill she was selling was 
turning people orange. Lily is spontaneously hired by Mitch 
to be the new “junior assistant office manager” and is 
thrilled to finally be in a position to really help people, 
even if it means having to tune-out Sofia’s abuse. Ethan, 
meanwhile, is captivated by Lily, especially given what a 
stark contrast she provides to his fiancée...   

CLAIRE KEATING (ETHAN’S FIANCÉE) (20s) - Stylish, 
sophisticated, ambitious interior designer. Subtly high-
maintenance, Claire knows when she’s being difficult and can 
soften it with a joke. The daughter of Miles Keating (Mitch’s 
nemesis), she is keenly aware of Mitch’s distaste for her and 
her family. Claire considers Mitch an obstacle to the future 
she envisions with Ethan, and is frustrated that he continues 
to make excuses for his dysfunctional dad. 



TEASER

INT. EXAM ROOM A - MORNING

Meet buttoned-down, baby-faced internist DR. ETHAN MALINOW 
(30). In a series of JUMP CUTS he expertly diagnoses and 
reassures a variety of PATIENTS, saying things like:

ETHAN
Gustatory Hyper-Hydnosis is 
actually very common. Lots of 
people sweat when they eat./Why is 
Thyrotoxicosis good news? Because 
it’s not Hashimoto’s Thydroititis. 
That would be bad news./Looks like 
a little touch of Baerensprung 
Erythrasma. Let me guess: either 
you spend a lot of time in the 
sauna or you’re not a fan of 
wearing underwear.

INT. EXAM ROOM B - MORNING

Meet principled, put-together OB/GYN DR. SANDRA KIERNAN 
(30’s). While she expertly conducts pelvic exams and 
sonograms, she also counsels her PATIENTS, guiding them 
towards clean living and self-respect. In a series of JUMP 
CUTS, she says things like:

SANDY 
You should trust your body. Just 
don’t trust it to a guy named Trent 
with two Porsches and no condom./ 
With natural childbirth, I always 
say there are three parties that 
get a vote: you, your husband, and 
your vagina./You gave him your 
heart, he gave you gonorrhoea. And 
that is just not a fair trade. 

INT. RECEPTION AREA

As Ethan escorts an ELDERLY PATIENT out, he’s greeted by 
SOFIA VENEZUELA (30’s), the voluptuous, age-obsessed office 
manager from Argentina. She’s excited about the reporter 
coming today and assures Ethan the office will have her full 
attention. As soon as Ethan is gone she opens a catalog 
entitled Exotic Youth Solutions and picks up the phone. In a 
series of JUMP CUTS, she says things like: 



SOFIA
Yes, I’m interested in ordering 
your age-defying face lotion. 
That’s right, the one made from 
dolphin hearts./And how much is the 
koala bear wrinkle cream?/Do you 
have anything made from penguins? 
They seemed so vibrant in that 
documentary.

INT. OFFICE HALLWAY

REID TRAVEISO (30), cocksure male nurse, falls into stride 
with Ethan. He speculates what complimentary nickname the 
reporter might give Ethan: Dr. Diagnosis? Sir Diagnose-a-lot? 
The Diagnosasaurous? Ethan says he’s more concerned about the 
interview going well. Reid smiles and assures his best friend 
that he’ll get nothing but “A-game” from the entire nursing 
staff. Ethan points out that Reid is the entire nursing 
staff. Reid: “Exactly.” We then follow Reid into...

INT. NURSE’S STATION

...where we REVEAL he’s operating an elaborate gambling 
operation. In a series of JUMP CUTS he answers multiple cell 
phones, saying things like: 

REID
You want to parlay a WNBA game and 
a Halo 3 tournament? I applaud your 
creativity./Range Line Elementary 
is going to crush the Lake Shore 
Pirates. But if you want to take 
the underdog, that’s your call./ 
Slow down! Which cockfight do you 
want to bet on?

INT. WAITING ROOM

An adorable female pharmaceutical rep, LILY BIRDSALL (20’s) 
approaches the reception desk and makes a timid attempt to 
talk her way into face-time with the doctors. She notices 
Sofia’s many GLAMOUR SHOTS from her heyday on “La Belleza 
Natural,” the long-running telenovela. 

LILY
Oh my gosh! You were that lady on 
that show my mom watched when I was 
a baby!

Sofia stares at Lily, fuming.
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INT. SANDY’S OFFICE 

Sandy waves Ethan into her office. She’s thrilled for him. 
After today’s interview, he will officially be ranked one of 
the “Top 35 Doctors Under 35” by the Times-Sentinel. (The 
first award of his young career.) Sandy points out that a 
showing in the top ten would be a huge financial boost for 
the practice-- it would help them pay for the expensive 
renovation they just completed. Ethan feigns modesty, 
doubting he’ll be ranked that high. 

SANDY
Are you kidding me? You’re the one 
who diagnosed Glen Gerbinski with 
Glen Gerbinski Syndrome. 

ETHAN
GGS was there the whole time. I 
just gave it a name. 

Sandy tells Ethan to stop being modest. The Times-Sentinel 
would be crazy not to rank him number one. He’s really come 
into his own since his father left. Ethan smiles: he really 
has. 

EXT. CITY STREET - INTERCUT

Without seeing his face, we see a MYSTERIOUS MAN approaching 
the offices of WILSHIRE TOTAL HEALTH. We follow him out of a 
cab and into the building. Women flirt with him as he passes.

INT. WAITING ROOM

Sofia is cursing Lily out:

SOFIA
...you think you’re so special with 
your Betty Boop eyes and your 
buoyant natural breasts!

Lily backs away, apologizing profusely as Sofia’s curses veer 
into Spanish. Sofia’s fit draws Ethan, Sandy and Reid into 
the waiting room just as Sofia hurls a STAPLER at Lily. Ethan 
heroically steps in front of Lily to protect her, but someone 
else STEPS IN FRONT OF HIM. It’s...

The Mysterious Man. He snatches the stapler out of mid-air 
and we reveal his face: DR. MITCH MALINOW (50’s)-- the long 
absent partner. He examines the stapler and muses aloud...
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MITCH
You know, in Holland, a stapler is 
called a “nit machina,” which, 
translated literally, means nothing 
machine. Doesn’t that just blow 
your mind? 

REID
(thrilled)

Dr. Mitch!

SOFIA
(awed)

Dr. Mitch. 

SANDY
(icy)

Dr. Mitch.

ETHAN
(stunned)

Dad.

END TEASER
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ACT ONE

INT. ETHAN’S OFFICE - MINUTES LATER

Sandy, rattled by Mitch’s return, paces anxiously-- the put-
together professional we met earlier is beginning to unravel. 

SANDY
I’m telling you, just being in the 
same room with Mitch Malinow brings 
out the worst in... 

(secretly popping a piece 
of Nicorette)

...some people. 

Ethan disagrees-- he’s glad Mitch is back. When Mitch left, 
Ethan was just finishing his residency, and he’s always 
dreamed of working side-by-side with his dad. Sandy retorts: 
“That’s because you’ve never done it before.” She guarantees 
Mitch’s presence will plunge the practice into chaos. Ethan 
asserts that what they’ve built over the last two years is 
too strong to be derailed by his father’s eccentricities. 
Sandy says that if Ethan thinks they’re just 
“eccentricities,” he’s in deep denial. Meanwhile... 

INT. RECORDS ROOM - INTERCUT

Mitch is holding court with Reid and Sofia, showing off a 
series of TRAVEL PHOTOS: Mitch alone atop MT. KILIMANJARO. 
(”I told my Sherpas to turn back. Too dangerous.”) Mitch, in 
tribal paint, surrounded by PIGMY CHILDREN. (”First grown man 
ever adopted by the tribe.”) Mitch, nearly naked, in tears, 
cradling a DEAD BABY YAK. (”Six weeks ago. Huge turning point 
for me as a doctor and a father.”) Reid and Sofia are 
captivated. 

INT. ETHAN’S OFFICE - INTERCUT

Ethan reminds Sandy that Mitch founded this practice-- he has 
every right to return. Sandy concedes, but reminds Ethan that 
Mitch left under a cloud of suspicion. (She caught him 
writing his own prescriptions.) Sandy wants Mitch drug tested 
before he starts seeing patients. In that case, Ethan says, 
they’ve got a few days. Sandy corrects him-- Mitch already 
has patients scheduled for this afternoon. 

ETHAN
(taken aback)

Patients? Already? He’s been back  
for, like, twenty minutes.
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Sandy says Mitch has always had a certain... magnetism, and 
word travels fast. Ethan admits that a drug test is probably 
a good idea, but wants to keep it quiet, since the reporter 
from the Times-Sentinel is coming in less than an hour. 
Things must appear to be business as usual.

INT. RECORDS ROOM - STAFF MEETING

Ethan begins the staff meeting with the day’s itinerary, but 
he’s interrupted by Reid, who suggests they throw a 
homecoming party for Mitch. Mitch thanks Reid for his 
enthusiasm but says if there’s going to be a party it should 
be for his son, who, he’s just been informed, is about to be 
named one of the Times-Sentinel’s “Top 35 doctors under 35!” 
Mitch leads everyone in a round of APPLAUSE. (Reid volunteers 
to head the party committee.) Mitch’s eyes fill with 
melodramatic tears of pride. He’s amazed that Ethan has 
achieved so much despite being burdened with such a crippling 
handicap. Ethan is baffled-- what “handicap”?

MITCH 
Your anger. Towards me. I missed 
every soccer game, every graduation. 
I don’t remember the name of a 
single pet. Wait-- Nipsy the iguana? 

REID
That was me. 

MITCH
See? I was a terrible dad. But my 
journey has healed me. I’m back to 
be the father I never was. I’m going 
to help you, guide you, and make up 
for everything I missed. 

Ethan says he appreciates that, but it’s totally unnecessary. 
Mitch insists, and to get things started, he counts out 
sixteen DOLLAR BILLS onto the table. It’s not from him, he 
explains-- it’s from the Tooth Fairy. Sofia thinks this is 
adorable; Sandy SCOFFS. Mitch says he knows the new “healthy 
Mitch” might be viewed skeptically by some-- that’s why he’s 
volunteering to take a drug test. Sandy, beaten to the punch, 
insists she supervise the test to ensure there’s no foul play. 

MITCH/SANDY
(passive-aggressive)

Good./Great./Done./Deal./Super./Duper.

Ethan’s watch BEEPS. He quickly adjourns the meeting and 
excuses himself. 
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Mitch asks where Ethan went. Reid explains that Ethan’s 
fiancee brings him lunch at exactly this time every day. This 
comes as a surprise to Mitch. Ethan’s engaged? To who? 
Everybody lowers their eyes. 

INT. WAITING ROOM - SIMULTANEOUS

Ethan enters the waiting room to find his fiancée: CLAIRE 
KEATING (20’s), a compact cocktail of style and ambition. At 
the moment she’s rotating a piece of modern art on the wall. 

CLAIRE
You have this upside down, silly.

Ethan stares quizzically-- the painting is completely 
symmetrical. Claire kisses him hello, whips out a gourmet 
lunch and hands him a new tie for his big interview. It’s then 
that they hear a loud COMMOTION through the wall. Claire asks 
what’s going on as Ethan ushers her out into...

INT. BUILDING HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS

Ethan nonchalantly explains that Mitch is back. Claire FREEZES. 

INT. RECORDS ROOM - INTERCUT

Mitch is angry and doing what Mitch does when he’s angry: 
letting it out. With a PRIMAL SCREAM, he sweeps papers off 
the table and tears files from the shelves. Mitch: “Claire 
Keating?! He’s engaged to Claire Keating?!”

INT. BUILDING HALLWAY - INTERCUT

Claire, meanwhile, hides her anger with a smile. She’s 
frustrated that Ethan continues to make excuses for his 
dysfunctional dad-- especially after he disappeared for two 
years without even calling. Ethan defends his father, saying 
Mitch recently sent a few postcards. Claire points out that 
the postcards were nonsensical, and signed by camels.  

ETHAN
Just one was signed by a camel.

Claire shifts gears, reminding Ethan that he always has a 
place in her father’s practice... if he wants to work with 
someone who doesn’t constantly steal his thunder. Ethan says 
that he’s grown up over the last two years-- he has more 
thunder than Mitch could possibly steal. 
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CLAIRE 
Sweetheart, you know you’re my 
Superman. But your father is 
kryptonite. 

Just then the door to Wilshire Total Health OPENS. It’s 
Mitch. Ethan finds himself in the middle of an icy stare-down 
between his Claire and his father. Ethan reintroduces her as 
his fiancée, adding that she helped redesign the office. 

MITCH
(to Claire)

Oh! I have you to thank for 
transforming my warm family practice 
into the Museum of Modern Art.

CLAIRE
(smiling, sarcastic)

I’m only sorry we ran out of money 
before we got to your office. 

Claire kisses Ethan goodbye and heads down the hallway. Mitch 
calls after her.

MITCH
Tell your father he’s a huge prick!

Claire ignores this as she enters the office at the far end 
of the hallway. The door reads: DR. MILES KEATING, PEDIATRIC 
MEDICINE. Ethan heads back toward Wilshire Total Health.

INT. WAITING ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Mitch trails Ethan into the waiting room, saying it’s clear 
that Ethan got engaged to the daughter of Mitch’s nemesis 
just to get back at him. Ethan asks Mitch not to cheapen his 
engagement by suggesting it’s all about repressed anger.

MITCH
Son, you have every right to be 
angry at me. I cheated on your 
mother. Not just once, but 
numerous, numerous times. 

Ethan attempts to move the conversation to a more private 
space. Mitch blocks his exit, telling Ethan he has to let the 
anger out-- yell, scream. According to Mitch, Ethan’s habit 
of repressing emotions is the cause of his many physical 
ailments-- the migraines, the irritable bowels, even his 
“testicle thing.” Ethan turns and reassures the PATIENTS: 
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ETHAN
Let me assure you, I am healthy and 
fit to be your doctor. There is 
nothing wrong with my testicles. 

Mitch vows to help Ethan find a girl better for him than 
Claire Keating. Before Ethan can protest, Mitch spots Lily, 
the drug rep from earlier, still waiting. How about her? 
Mitch grabs her hand and asks her name. Blushing, she says 
“Lily Birdsall.” Mitch says he can already tell she's more 
genuine than Claire. Ethan protests that she's a sales rep-- 
her job is to lie. Hearing this, Lily breaks down, crying: 
"And I hate myself for it!" She confesses how she ended up 
here-- she answered an ad that said she could get paid to 
“help people feel better.” Now she spends her days getting 
yelled at by receptionists and pushing a drug with secret 
side effects, including orange skin. 

PATIENT WITH ORANGE SKIN
Oh my God!

LILY
I know!

Lily offers the patient a hug. The patient shrugs and accepts. 
Lily is so oddly sweet, Ethan can’t help but be captivated by 
her. Mitch notices this. Ethan snaps himself out of it and 
heads for the door. Mitch again blocks his exit.

ETHAN
I love my fiancée and refuse to be 
held captive in my own waiting room! 

Everyone is silent as Ethan realizes he has said this in the 
presence of a smartly dressed, tightly wound stranger. She 
introduces herself as the medical beat REPORTER for the Times-
Sentinel. Just then, Reid sticks his head through the 
reception window, shaking an empty URINE SAMPLE CUP:

REID
(to Mitch)

You ready to prove to these  
bastards you’re off the hard stuff?

Ethan cheerfully (but forcefully) introduces Reid to the 
medical beat reporter from the Times-Sentinel, then quickly 
leads her away to begin the interview.

INT. URINE SAMPLE BATHROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Sandy “supervises” nervously from the corner while Mitch 
happily PEES in a cup, regaling Reid with the story of the 
three Eskimo women who sheltered him during a blizzard.
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MITCH
...P.S., they really do kiss with 
their noses. 

As Mitch checks Sandy’s flustered reaction in the mirror, we 
PAN DOWN the front of his pants, revealing...

A “WHIZZINATOR”-- plastic tubing connected to a fake bladder 
contraption. Mitch and Reid are conspiring to cheat the drug 
test. Reid labels the sample cup and winks at Mitch. 

INT. OFFICE HALLWAY - MOMENTS LATER

Sandy exits the urine sample bathroom, shaky, but covering it 
with a smile as she passes Ethan and the reporter.

The reporter, meanwhile, takes notes as Ethan tries hard to 
recover from the embarrassment in the lobby.

ETHAN
...Glen Gerbinski Syndrome was 
there the whole time. I just gave 
it a name. 

Ethan leads the reporter into...

INT. EXAM ROOM A - CONTINUOUS

Ethan greets a patient named BRAD MAYNARD-- a sad sack who 
has been suffering from chest pains, malaise and mysterious 
weight loss. “Sad Brad” has been to every doctor in town and 
no one can diagnose him. Ethan proudly declares that Brad has 
come to the right place. Around here they call him... 
(checking for the reporter’s reaction) Dr. Diagnosis. (No 
response.) The Diagnosasaurous? (Still nothing.) Ethan begins 
an examination, confidently suggesting possible explanations 
for Brad’s symptoms, all of which Brad says have been ruled 
out by other doctors. Ethan has a glint of concern in his eye 
as the reporter takes notes. 

INT. SANDY’S OFFICE

Sandy sits at her desk, staring intently at a bookshelf filled 
with copies of her own book-- Womb Warrior: Making Safe 
Choices in a World of Dangerous Men. She gets up and clears 
some books off a shelf, revealing... 
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A SAFE. She quickly unlocks it. Inside are CIGARETTES,  
miniature bottles of JACK DANIELS, and a stack of PHOTOS 
depicting Sandy PARTYING with members of Poison, Ratt and 
Mötley Crüe-- she was, apparently, a 1980’s HAIR-METAL 
GROUPIE. She reaches for the Jack Daniels. 

INT. EXAM ROOM A

Reid administers an EKG to Sad Brad as Ethan studies the 
printout. No answers. The reporter shakes her head 
disapprovingly. Ethan’s starting to sweat.

A KNOCK at the door. A head pokes in. 

LILY
(cheerfully)

Hi! Sorry to interrupt. My name is 
Lily Birdsall and I’m the new junior 
assistant office manager. Let me 
know if I can help you in any way!

She leaves. Ethan is baffled-- what was that about? And since 
when does she work here? He looks to Reid, who shrugs. Ethan 
puts on a smile for the reporter and excuses himself. 

INT. OFFICE HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS

Ethan chases after Lily and asks what’s going on. Just as 
she’s about to answer, Sofia arrives, incensed. Ethan is 
caught between them as they explain simultaneously...

LILY
(thrilled)

Dr. Mitch hired me! And he 
made it clear that my number 
one job is helping you. So 
please let me know how I can 
be of any assistance at all!

SOFIA
(furious)

Dr. Mitch hired her! I know 
how this works-- you hire a 
fresh young picarona and one 
week later you put the old 
solterona out to pasture! 

Ethan shushes them, saying he’s happy Lily’s happy and sorry 
Sofia’s upset. But he needs them both to keep a lid on it for 
now while he straightens this out with Dr. Mitch.  

INT. OFFICE HALLWAY - OUTSIDE MITCH’S OFFICE - MOMENTS LATER

Ethan speed-walks toward Mitch’s office and flings open the 
door. When he sees what’s inside, he FREEZES...

CUT TO:
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INT. MITCH’S OFFICE - SAME 

Sandy and Mitch are entwined against the wall, MAKING OUT.

Ethan is horrified. 

END ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

INT. MITCH’S OFFICE - MOMENTS LATER

Ethan steps inside and quickly closes the door. Sandy 
straightens her skirt and tells Ethan this isn’t what it 
looks like-- Mitch has patients scheduled for this afternoon 
and she needed to be sure he’s not on drugs.

SANDY
I was checking for cotton mouth and 
to see if he could achieve an 
erection. The answer is “yes” to 
the former and “no” to the latter.

MITCH
Come on, give a guy more than 
thirty seconds! 

(to Ethan)
There was about to be a very healthy, 
drug-free erection in this office. 

Ethan is upset, but says he can’t deal with this right now-- 
he has to get back to an extremely judgemental reporter and a 
patient he can’t diagnose. Mitch offers to help with that. 

ETHAN
Please stop helping me.

INT. OFFICE HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS

Hurrying down the hallway, Ethan’s torso begins to ITCH. He 
begins to SCRATCH it, when he notices a PATIENT staring at 
him. He quickly stops scratching and heads into...

INT. EXAM ROOM D - CONTINUOUS

Reid and the reporter look on as Sad Brad runs on a TREADMILL 
with SENSORS attached to his chest. Ethan gets back to work, 
scanning Brad’s CHART.

ETHAN
Okay. Let’s take a look at your 
blood work. Your LSU is under 
three. UNC is plus fourteen. And...

(puzzled)
Wake Forest is even money?

Alarmed by Ethan’s confusion, Brad exclaims: “What? What is 
it? I’m dying, aren’t I?” He stops running, causing him to 
FLY off the treadmill and SMASH into the wall. 
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The reporter SHRIEKS as sensors splay everywhere and the 
monitor FLAT-LINES. Ethan asks the reporter to step outside 
for a minute while they tend to Brad, who is dazed but okay. 
Once she’s gone, Reid apologizes for the mix-up-- they were 
Mitch’s bets. He must have used their old system to place 
them, and they got mixed in with Brad’s chart. Won't happen 
again. Ethan scratches his torso; the itch is getting worse.

INT. OFFICE HALLWAY - MEANWHILE

The reporter wanders down the hallway until she comes to 
Mitch’s exam room, where she sees through the open door...

INT. EXAM ROOM C - SAME TIME

Mitch scribbles a prescription for a nerdy, SERIOUS KID as 
his ATTRACTIVE SINGLE MOM looks on. 

MITCH
Truth is, Maneesh, I don’t think 
there’s anything physically wrong 
with you. So I’m writing you a 
prescription... for more playtime.

(handing the mom his card)
Call me anytime. Any. Time.

The mom swoons. Mitch notices the reporter observing 
disapprovingly. He sizes her up and steps out into...

INT. OFFICE HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS 

Mitch writes the reporter a prescription. She reads it, 
perplexed, and follows as Mitch walks off. 

REPORTER
What is this for? You don’t know 
anything about me.

MITCH
Buttocks clenched. Skin pale and 
unoxygenated. I know plenty.

As Mitch and the reporter pass the reception area, a 
MESSENGER hands an ENVELOPE to Sofia. She waves Mitch over 
and whispers that his drug test results are back. Mitch then 
shouts enthusiastically: “Drug test results!” Ethan comes 
around the corner, mortified. Reid follows eagerly. Finally, 
Sandy appears in her office doorway, cigarette smoke 
billowing out from behind her. Sofia reads the results: 
“Negative.” Reid cheers. Mitch HUGS the reporter, flustering 
her. Sandy slams her office door. 
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Ethan, desperate to get things back on track, asks the 
reporter to rejoin him with Mr. Maynard. Mitch offers to 
help. Ethan declines: No. Help. Necessary. Mitch cheerfully 
insists and heads off toward Ethan’s exam room. 

INT. EXAM ROOM A - CONTINUOUS

Mitch breezes in with Ethan, Reid and the reporter in tow. He 
takes one look at Brad and asks a simple question: "Why so 
down?" Brad looks around. All day, no one has asked him this 
question. After a beat, he BREAKS DOWN and lets it all out, 
telling the story of a recent vacation to Australia where his 
wife slept with their scuba instructor. 

SAD BRAD
(sobbing)

He took her deep-- below my 
certification level! 

Brad says he’s had these chest pains ever since. Mitch rubs 
Brad’s back reassuringly and floats a theory: it’s possible 
that Brad’s symptoms are a result of emotional pain. In which 
case, this could be Takotsubo Cardiomyopathy, or what’s 
commonly known as BROKEN HEART SYNDROME. Brad, suddenly 
hopeful, asks if Ethan agrees with this theory. Ethan: 
(embarrassed) “At the moment I don’t have a better one.” The 
reporter shakes her head. An awkward pause. 

REID
(checking his watch)

It’s beer o’clock. Who’s ready to 
party?

INT. EL CARMEN - NIGHT

A BANNER over the door reads: “ETHAN IS NUMBER __!”. Ethan is 
alone at the bar, gulping a margarita and trying hard to stay 
positive, while at a nearby table...

A huge CROWD has gathered, (including Reid, Sofia and Lily) 
captivated by Mitch as he tells another tale of adventure.

MITCH
...so there I was, naked, sobbing, 
clutching the carcass of that 
beautiful baby yak-- its death so 
senseless. If only its father had 
been there to protect it from those 
vicious predators. 

(beat)
That’s when I realized it was time 
to head home. I had healing to do.
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Back at the bar, Sandy joins Ethan. She’s tipsy and wants to 
talk about what Ethan saw in Mitch’s office. The truth is, 
she explains, that wasn’t the first time-- Ethan cuts her 
off, immediately changing the subject. 

ETHAN
(in slightly-crazed denial)

I don’t think today went so bad! I 
could still end up in the top ten. 
I mean, Glen Gerbinski Syndrome has 
to count for something, right? 

Sandy presses on, drunkenly explaining that although she 
hates herself for it, Mitch brings out her basest desires.

SANDY
...the more narcissistic, the more 
dangerous his behavior, the more I 
want to strip down and grab his--

Ethan SHATTERS the margarita glass in his hand. He acts 
surprised and comments on the flimsy glassware in this 
establishment. Just then, the party falls silent. Ethan looks 
over to see what everyone is staring at. It’s... 

THE REPORTER. She looks completely different-- makeup on, 
hair down. She holds up the prescription Mitch wrote her.

REPORTER
Dr. Mitch wrote me a prescription... 
for more playtime.

Everyone CHEERS and hands her drinks. Mitch quiets the crowd 
and says they have to know-- what’s Ethan’s ranking? The 
reporter downs a shot and replies: “Thirty four.” 

Ethan hangs his head. No one’s quite sure what to say, until 
Mitch calls out to Ethan with pride and excitement...

MITCH 
There’s one worse than you! 

Mitch rallies the crowd to join him in CHANTING...

EVERYONE
There’s one worse than you!  
There’s one worse than you!

Ethan scratches his torso. He gets up and heads for the door, 
RIPPING DOWN THE BANNER as he goes. Everyone but Sandy is too 
busy chanting to notice.  

END ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

INT. WAITING ROOM - MORNING

Ethan enters with an EMPTY BOX and a forced smile. The slick, 
modern waiting room is now cluttered with Mitch’s travel 
memorabilia-- BUDDHAS, TOTEM POLES, and DIGGERIDOOS. The 
phones at the reception desk are RINGING off the hook.

SOFIA
(into the phone)

Yes, it’s true, Dr. Mitch is back... 
Lo siento, his schedule is already 
full for the next three weeks.

LILY
(into another phone)

Wilshire Total Health! How can I 
help you be healthy today? 

(to Ethan)
I just made that up!

Ethan scratches his torso and hurries toward his office. 

INT. ETHAN’S OFFICE - MOMENTS LATER

Ethan whips open a drawer, fishes out a tube of ANTI-ITCH 
CREAM, reaches up his shirt and SLATHERS it all over his chest. 
He then begins filling his box with the contents of his desk-- 
files, pictures of Claire, and an anatomical MODEL HEART.

INT. OFFICE HALLWAY - MOMENTS LATER

Ethan emerges carrying his box and is met by Mitch, who asks 
where Ethan is going. Ethan says he’s decided to accept an 
offer to join Miles Keating’s practice. Without hesitation, 
Mitch PUNCHES a hole in the wall.  

MITCH
See that? I was angry and I got it 
out. Which is exactly what you’re 
not doing. And it’s giving you 
shingles.

Ethan FREEZES. It’s clear he didn’t realize this. 

MITCH
Can diagnose everyone but yourself, 
huh?
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As the anti-itch cream BLEEDS through his shirt, Ethan denies 
he has shingles. He continues into...

INT. WAITING ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Ethan enters the waiting room, followed by Mitch. He heads 
for the door but stops when he sees THE REPORTER, chatting 
with Sofia and Lily. She turns and greets Mitch excitedly,  
unveiling a mock-up of her “35 Under 35” cover story: 

It’s the photo of Mitch CRADLING THE BABY YAK with the 
headline...

“WHY IS THIS 55 YEAR-OLD MAN OUR NUMBER ONE DOCTOR UNDER 35?” 

Sofia, Lily and a few PATIENTS begin to APPLAUD. This is the 
final straw...

Ethan SNAPS. For once, he steps in front of Mitch, stealing 
his thunder. 

ETHAN
Thank you! Thank you everyone! I’m 
Mitch! I win competitions I’m not 
even qualified to enter! 

Ethan THROWS his box to the ground in disgust. The MODEL 
HEART rolls out as Reid and Sandy join the stunned onlookers. 
Ethan launches into a spectacular display of years of pent-up 
resentment...

ETHAN
(humping the air)

That’s right! Look at me! I’m Mitch! 
I like to have sex with my patients’ 
moms, and/or my co-workers! 

(scribbling prescriptions)
Oooh, I have tennis elbow! Why 
don’t I write myself a prescription 
for three thousand milligrams of 
Vicodin?! 

(destroying the mock-up)
I’m Mitch! I say I’m here to help 
my son, but instead I destroy 
everything he’s spent his whole 
life working towards! 

As a final exclamation point, Ethan TOPPLES Mitch’s travel 
memorabilia. One of the DIGGERIDOOS shatters the MODEL HEART. 

Oddly, Mitch is thrilled. His son is finally letting it out. 
Ethan shifts gears, addressing his father directly.
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ETHAN
You know, Sandy asked me why I 
wasn’t trying to get rid of you. And 
I think it’s because, since you 
left, I’ve had this fantasy of a 
world where you and I work side by 
side and I don’t become invisible. 
But now I know that that’s imposs...

Ethan TRAILS OFF, staring at the BROKEN MODEL HEART with the 
DIGGERIDOO on top of it. Something CLICKS. 

ETHAN
...It’s not Broken Heart Syndrome. 
Brad Maynard said he went scuba 
diving in Australia. It’s possible 
he ingested an ascarias parasite, 
in which case he’s got... Tropical 
Pulmonary Eosinophilia.

(then, to Sofia)
Call Mr. Maynard and tell him to 
get to an emergency room. If I’m 
right, he’s about to have 
difficulty breathing. 

Just then, Brad comes through the door, gasping for air: 
“Can’t... breathe...” Brad COLLAPSES. 

Ethan immediately takes charge, calling for an antifilarial 
treatment with 100mg of Diethylcarbamazine on an IV drip. As 
Mitch assists Ethan, he swells with pride.

INT. EXAM ROOM A - LATER

Brad, alert but weak, thanks Ethan for finally figuring out 
what was wrong with him. Ethan says it was a team effort. He 
turns around and we reveal: Mitch and Reid in the doorway. 
Mitch hopes Ethan will rethink his decision to leave: “It’s 
not total health without you.”

REID
It’s partial health. And that’s 
pretty much death.

As Ethan considers this, his watch BEEPS. 

INT. WAITING ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Ethan enters to find Claire in a tizzy, filling a trash bag 
with Mitch’s travel memorabilia. 
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She says it’s a good thing Ethan’s leaving-- look at the 
chaos Mitch caused in just one day. When Ethan takes the bag 
away, she knows he’s staying. She shakes her head, 
disappointed in him. 

CLAIRE
You just can’t get enough 
kryptonite, can you? 

Ethan tries to kiss her. She offers her cheek. 

INT. EXAM ROOM B - MEANWHILE

Sandy is finishing up with a NEW FEMALE PATIENT-- she has 
pulled herself together, and is once again the nurturing 
professional we met in the teaser. 

SANDY
...it’s okay to stumble. The key is 
pick yourself up, put your bra back 
on, and start making choices you can 
be proud of. 

She smiles and exits.

INT. OFFICE HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS

Sandy passes the urine sample bathroom when something in the 
trash catches her eye. It’s a piece of tubing attached to... 
THE WHIZZINATOR. She grabs it, tucks it in her pocket and 
storms off to confront Mitch, passing...

Ethan, who has just re-entered, and is surveying the office 
with pride. Lily and Sofia hurry up to him:

LILY
(thrilled)

Dr. Mitch gave me a raise! I 
said no, but he insisted. He 
wants me to work double hard 
to help you in every possible 
way! 

SOFIA
(furious)

Dr. Mitch gave her a raise! 
After one day! If you don’t 
fix this travesty of justice, 
the patient files might begin 
to desaparacer. 

Ethan tentatively thanks Lily and assures Sofia he’ll talk to 
Dr. Mitch about it right now. He heads down the hallway and 
opens the door to Mitch’s office, FREEZING when he sees...

CUT TO:
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INT. MITCH’S OFFICE - SAME

SANDY ON TOP OF MITCH, cigarette in one hand, mini bottle of 
Jack in the other. They turn to Ethan.

SANDY
(mortified)

I disgust myself. I really do.

MITCH
(chipper)

I had more than thirty seconds this 
time. Totally healthy. 

Ethan shakes his head, closes the door, and scratches his 
shingles.

END OF SHOW
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